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DEFORESTATION 

POLL — CONSUMERS NOT BUYING INDUSTRY ‘SCAREMONGERING’ ON GREENER TRADE: A large 
majority of EU citizens in rich countries, and across political parties, think the food industry is using the war in 
Ukraine as an “excuse” to avoid making their supply chains greener and water down a planned EU law to combat 
deforestation, according to a YouGov poll. 

The poll, published Friday and commissioned by a group of environmental NGOs, found that 70 percent of 
respondents said the agri-food industry “is using the crisis in Ukraine as an excuse to continue buying and selling 
products that cause deforestation.” The results suggest an erosion of consumer confidence in food firms’ pledges to 
show up for the environment.  

Who voted: The poll was conducted in late May and early June, surveying 5,000 adults in France, Germany, 
Denmark, Italy and Spain. YouGov said the results were weighted and representative of all adults (+18) in those 
countries. 

Clean up the supply chain — and beyond: In total, 91 percent of the people surveyed said they strongly or 
somewhat supported the EU’s proposal to curb deforestation-linked imports of products like meat, coffee, cacao or 
palm oil. A further 85 percent said they would like to broaden it to include degradation of other natural ecosystems, 
better protect indigenous peoples’ rights and cover financial institutions with due diligence obligations. 

Watching EU: Asked whether they would vote again for MEPs who had worked to weaken the legislative proposal, 
58 percent of respondents said they would not.  

And EU too: The poll comes as EU environment ministers prepare to set out their stance on the law in a Council 
meeting in Luxembourg on Tuesday. The vote comes amid attempts by some countries to weaken the law’s 
requirements on both governments and companies — a stance which, according to the poll, would fail to deliver on 
the ambitious regulation to prevent deforestation that respondents want to see. 


